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stress on the point that the agreements were intended to lead on to
a wider arrangement in which other states would take part. In a
speech before the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Czechoslovak
Chamber on the 21st March, Dr. Benes referred to the Rome proto-
cols in a conciliatory manner, and expressed the opinion that condi-
tions were favourable for a determined attempt to settle the problem
of Central Europe. The kernel of the problem, in his view, was the
position of Austria, and he ruled out both the Ariscliluss and a Eaps-
burg restoration as possible solutions. The only practical and durable
solution lay in the maintenance of Austria's political and economic
independence, and the exclusion of the preponderant influence of
any Great Power, in accordance with the terms of the Geneva Proto-
col of 1922 and the Lausanne Protocol of 1932; and Czechoslovakia
was ready to act in this sense. The Czechoslovak Government were
prepared to examine the Rome protocols without prejudice, and
would welcome plans for the co-operation of France and Germany, as
well as Italy, with the Danubian states. Co-operation must, however,
be on the basis of existing treaties; and in this connexion Dr. Benes
uttered a warning note on the subject of Signor Mussolini's speech
of the 18th March, which would, he thought, if taken literally, greatly
reduce the chances of general agreement.  A statement on similar
lines was made a few days later in the Jugoslav Parliament by
Monsieur Jevtid, the Foreign Minister, who declared that Jugo-
slavia, like her fellow members of the Little Entente, was ready to
co-operate in the economic reorganization of the Danubian area,
provided that it was undertaken in the interests of peace and con-
solidation, and that she believed that the reorganization must be
carried out on a broad basis, with the collaboration of all interested
states. These professions of willingness to co-operate, however, were
not translated into any very decisive action. The Permanent Council
of the Little Entente met at Bucarest in the third week of June 1934,
and the question of economic co-operation with other countries was
among the matters discussed. According to the official communique
the Permanent Council decided 'to co-operate in the economic revival
of Europe in agreement with the interested countries \ but they
recorded their 'great regret3 that 'certain Hungarian official declara-
tions5 gav$ 'the impression that Hungary' wished 'to abstain from
such collaboration'.   The Permanent Council also reaffirmed 'the
decision to oppose the return of the Hapsburgs, no matter in what
form5.  Negotiations for a commercial treaty between Austria and
Czechoslovakia continued, with interruptions, throughout 1934, but
they had not been concluded at the end of the year. Between Czecho-